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Education personnel, both in higher education
and elementary and secondary education, have been led
to believe that, while they may see themselves as
poorly paid vis-a-vis personnel in other states, the
State of North Dakota makes a considerable effort for
education. While no recent survey has been conducted
regarding North Dakota's perceived effort for educa
tion, a general impression that can be gained is that
North Dakotans continue to feel that they are making
a f:i..nancial sacrifice for education. On the other
hand, using widely available data, statistical esti
mates can be made of that effort, particularly in
comparison to other states.
Higher Education
The impetus for the present study was provided by
a newspaper article (Grand Forks Herald, October 21,
1974). The Herald quoted a study by Chambers (1974)
that showed that North Dakota, in relation to other
states, had the next to lowest per cent increase in
state appropriations for higher education over the
last ten years. This seemed particularly odd, given
that the general financial condition of both the state
and state government had greatly improved. Using
Chambers' complete data, together with data available
in the World Almanac (1964, 1972, 1974), meaningful
measures can be made comparing North Dakota to other
states for the years 1963, 1971 and 1973. Table 1
contains the per capita appropriations pertaining to
the Plains region concerning higher education for
these years.
First, a technical detail is necessary. Table 1
was constructed by taking the appropriations as
reported by Chambers and dividing by the state popu
lations in 1960 for the 1963 per capita appropriations;
the state populations for 1970 were used in

